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Russell W. Brace 
Steven M. Curtis 


A Ride On The Railroad: 
Then, Now And The Future 


Charlie Hall fills his water jug Bob Dolloff climbs aboard 
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by Jay Davis 

When Bob Dolloff was a kid in the 1920s his family took the 
train into Belfast. They would drive their wagon to the A.E. 
Chase Co. store in Brooks, hitch the horses, and wait for the 
steam engine to puff its way into the station. Conductor Pat 
Shaw would call out for “all aboard” and the family would settle 
into the passenger car, near the pot-bellied stove in the winter, 
away from it when the weather was warm. They would speed into 
the city faster than any car on tracks straighter and neater than 
any road. And when the train stopped in Belfast, they would rush 
up Main Street to beat the crowd into the stores, An hour or two 
later they would amble down the hill laden with their big-city 
purchases and wait under the station awning for the return trip. 

“There weren’t too many automobiles back then,” he says, 
“about half ears and half wagons and you didn’t drive cars in the 
winter anyway.”’ Trains flourished across the country then and, 
he says, “there was no prouder crew than on that little train. Pat 
Shaw had his uniform and cap and there was no difference 
between him on this little railroad and the conductor on the big 
line in the middle of New York. I can still hear Pat yelling ‘all 
aboard’ and calling off the little towns as we came to them.” 

The Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad, 33.07 miles of 
track between Belfast and Burnham Junction, was already 50 
years old during the mid-20s. And as it has for most of its years, 
it was making a profit. In 1926 the Maine Central Railroad ended 
its 50-year lease with the city-controlled line and it still turned a 
net income of $1,451. More than 42,000 passengers answered Pat 
Shaw’s call to come aboard. It was the mail carrier, a freight line 
and the Railway Express agent. It stopped at City Point, Waldo, 
Brooks, Forbes siding, Thorndike, Unity and Winnecook on its 
way to the junction with the Maine Central tracks at Burnham. 
Between the small stations it would reach speeds of 60 miles per 
hour. It was a fun, safe and relatively inexpensive means of 
transportation. 

I met Bob at the railroad offices Tuesday morning to check out 
the 1974 edition of the B& ML. Shortly after 8 a.m., engineer Red 
Gordon fired up the green and yellow locomotive 53 and nudged 
it onto the roundtable outside the railroad garage. Several men 
strained against the bars that turned it in the direction of 
Burnham. The engine chugged up the tracks and backed into its 
load of several empty box cars. We climbed into, the caboose with 
conductor Charlie Hall and headed out, scattering some gulls 
from the top of the Addison Packing Co. building and rousing 
sleeping hens from their final resting place in the trucks outside 
Maplewood Poultry. We rumbled and tooted and whistled our 
way out of the city, along the tranquil banks of the 
Passagassawakeag River and into the miles of scrub trees that line 
the tracks into Brooks. 

The train lumbers along at a stately 10 miles an hours, stopping 
briefly so Charlie Hall can fill his jug from a trackside spring. At 
Waldo Station we add a carload of pulpwood to our caravan and 
head for the bog that has caused past derailments and present 
problems. Gingerly, Gordon eases the cars over land that a recent 
geological survey showed has no supportive material to a depth of 
58 feet. We begin a gradual climb into’ Brooks where we sit at a 
siding while a returning train causes a brief and uneventful traffic 
jam on the rails. Noses quiver as we approach Forbes siding at the 
Maine Reduction plant west of Brooks where a carload of 
fertilizer bound for Florida is hitched on. Beyond Thorndike the 
trees give way to houses and fields and, soon, to the shores of 
Lake Winnecook in Unity. It is a few miles further to Burnha 
where the track splits and gracefully ares into the Maine Central 
system. The trip has taken about four hours. Red Gordon backs 
into his retiffn 10a@%of six car's; hitches back up with the caboose 
and we head home. 

The railroad has seemed a throwback to the past, but it isn’t. 
For in the past the railroad was one of the county’s claims to 
grandness. It is now a claim to uniqueness, an important part of 
the poultry industry, a way to haul pulpwood and hide 
trimmings, and, for the present, little else. It is an anachronism, as 
old-fashioned as the hand-turned roundtable and the 1906 
caboose we rode in. Its grandeur has gone the way of the steam 
engines and the stations that now lie littered and unused along its 
roadside. It is an institution existing out of time, a marvel because 
it survives. 


The railroad was first proposed as a dream — a rail connection 
between Belfast and Quebec — in the 1850s. It was completed in 
1870 as a more practical matter — a link to the Maine Central 


tracks in Burnham. The road was built y the Canadian firm of 
Ellis, Willson & Hogan Co. with Welsh iron rails brought to the 
city by ship. The City of Belfast issued bonds totaling $500,000 
to finance construction and today Belfast owns 77% of the 
outstanding stock. The railroad is administered by a board of 
directors appointed by the City Council, making it the only 
city-controlled and operated road in the nation. 

Shortly after its opening on December 26, 1870, the railroad 
entered a 50-year lease with Maine Central for $36,000 a year. In 
1926 the company ended the lease and the city, with no 
equipment of its own, took on its operation. Passenger revenue of 
$28,868 provided 22 percent of the line’s revenue during that 
first year, but the increasing popularity of the automobile ate 
away at its support. There was a brief resurgence of passenger use 
during the second World War when gasoline was rationed, but it 
was short-lived. Regular passenger service was suspended in 1959 
and the mail contract was lost in 1960. Popular excursions called 
the “seagull specials” were made in 1961 and in 1964-70, but 
prohibitive insurance costs ended that last vestige of 
people-carrying. 

The railroad is now almost completely dependent on the 
poultry industry, with nearly 90% of its revenue coming from the 
carloads of corn, soybeans, fat and other ingredients that are 
brought to mills in Thorndike and Belfast and mixed into poultry 
feed. The line now operates only one round-trip a day, but 
through the scaled-down service and the business of the chicken 
plants has made a cumulative profit of nearly $90,000 in the past 
three years. 

The railroad’s immediate future, however, will probably be 
written in red. A three-year program of roadbed maintenance was 
begun last summer under the direction of the line’s new 
roadmaster, 28-year old Bob Gillam. The program, made 
necessary by years of neglect, has meant an operating loss of 40 
cents a ton during the first seven months of this year. The extent 
of the problem is staggering. During most of the railroad’s life 
untreated cedar crossties were used to hold the rails in place. But 
in 1966 the line introduced “jumbo” cars to upgrade its 
grain-hauling capacity. The heavier loads — up to 130 tons per car 
and often 2,000 tons per train — were too much for the cedar to 
ha‘idle and most of the old ties are now splintered and grooved. 
There are 100,000 ties between Belfast and Burnham Junction 
and, eventually, most all of them will have to be replaced. There 
are now 40,000 creosote-treated hardwood ties in use, mostly on 
curves and in trouble spots like the Waldo bog. But the program 
has been costly — the new ties cost $13.50 apiece — and it isn’t 
over yet. 

The line was inspected by the Federal Railroad Administration 
last month and 554 “defects” were found, mostly for too-short 
ties. Should the government move against the B&ML the line 
could face fines of from $250 to $2,500 for every day that each 
violation exists. Gillam says the railroad is now in the process of 
requesting either an extension of the deadline for compliance or 
an exemption from the standards because the line carries neither 
passengers nor dangerous materials. Gillam is confident that the 
railroad won’t have to cease operation because of the defects, but 
the results of the inspection point up the costly necessity for 
improvement. The board of directors met this week to discuss the 
federal action and to consider how the line can correct its faults 
when revenues don’t match its ex penses. 

Faced with the costly maintenance program, the board has 
several places to turn. The most likely long-range possibility is the 
upcoming analysis of the railroad’s finances and future by a 
soon-to-be-hired outside consultant. The city, in cooperation with 
the Eastern Maine Development District, was awarded a $14,000 
study grant by the-’federal Economic Development 
Administration this summer to look over the railroad’s books and . 
chart the possible creation of an industrial park. The two projects 
are seen as complementary: the railroad’ is now vulnerable 
because of its dependence on the poultry industry and could use 
new customers that an industrial park might provide, while the 
presence of a railroad could be a major attraction for an industry 
seeking to locate in Belfast. 


~ But two factors seriously limit these possibilities. Railroad 
General Manager Wilfred Hall says he has been unable to locate 
land within Belfast that is adjacent to the tracks that could 
possibly be used for industrial development. And while the 
railroad would be happy to have new customers anywhere along 
its line, the study is confined to the City of Belfast, leaving out 
such potentially desirable sites as the old canning company 
property in Brooks. 


But there are other possibilities, too. This summer, for the first 
time in Wilfred Hall’s 45 years with the railroad, cargo was 
unloaded from a boat in Belfast Harbor and sent on its way by 
train. The iron from Crotch Island that was destined for Rhode 
Island was handled easily and economically by the B&ML, and 
other sea/train projects are possible. Hall is also scouting up other 
local businesses that might use the line. 

The most intriguing possibility, however, is the resumption of 
passenger service, most likely on an excursion basis. Hall says his 
most recent quotation on insurance for passengers is $660. per 
day, an astronomical figure that would have to be drastically cut 
if excursions are even to be considered. Hall also notes that the 
open, gondola-type cars used for the “seagull specials’ are 
difficult to locate now, and Gillam is unsure what federal 
authorities would think of carrying passengers on a line with so 
many defects. But the railroad has overcome graver difficulties 
during its history, and the possibilities are boundless. 

What would happen, for instance, if one of the cruise ships 
offered its customer a day-long, scenic train ride complete with 
chicken barbecue at Lake Winnecook, perhaps.a band playing, 
maybe even a fireworks display somewhere along the line? Maybe 
civic and charitable groups could use an excursion as a 
fund-raising affair or the conventioneers that are now coming to 
Bangor and; Rockport could be enticed to spend a day on the 
only city Baaibrolled andidperated railroad*in the country. There 
could be a regular summer and fall foliage schedule, advertised in 
tourist-oriented publications, that would bring people in off 
Route One. Ski trains are now in operation from Boston and New 
York. Perhaps skiers in Central and Eastern Maine could provide 
enough business for a link-up with Maine Central trains that 
would go to the state’s major ski areas. Any of these possibilities 
would also give all of us an opportunity to, once again, ride the 
railroad. 

For there is something peaceful and inspirational about being 
on a train. The caboose strung out behind Engine 53 on Tuesday 
swayed gently through a nice, if unspectacular, countryside. The 
rails clicked rhythmically by as we stood on the back platform 
and talked. Charlie Hall was remembering a bad-tempered 
engineer who would curse his firemen if they didn’t pour the coal 


on fast enough when they were going uphill in the old steam 
engines. Bob Dolloff was talking about how everyone on the train 
knew each other and how ‘‘you’d go around the car talking with 
this one and that one.” Bob Gillam, a “vail fan” who wouldn’t 
think of going into a town without “checking out its railroad,” 
talks about the way trains used to be and how fine it would be to 
have passengers on them again. 

We sat in the engine with Red Gordon and Fireman Mike 
Harvey, too, and its even relaxing up there. Travelling at 10 miles 
per hour leaves plenty of time for talk about the dangers of the 
bog, the special problems of winter, the flooding that the beavers 
cause in the spring. And all the while the rails clack by. Charlie 
Hall remembers the busy days when there was pressure to make 
all the stops and still make the Maine Central connection in 
Burnham. Now, there is no pressure, and: the job of hauling heavy 
loads of freight can seem like an excursion. 

Belfast’s railroad is much like its harbor. It was once one of the 
attractions of a city on the move. It somehow found itself outside 
the lives of most of the people and began, as Bob Gillam says, “‘to 
literally fall apart.” It is now being fixed up. And like the harbor, 
it has enormous potential for use. 

Like the harbor, too, its attraction lies in the fact that it is 

being worked. The B&ML is no railway museum. It isn’t a bunch 
of track laid up in somebody’s backyard to temptia tourist’s need 
for nostalgia. And if there are excursion trains, they should pull 
off at a siding to let the corn and soybeans and pulpwood and 
hide trimmings that provide work for Waldo County people pass 
by. 
The railroad’s directors have some difficult decisions to make 
in the near future. Board member Archie Gaul says, “‘we’re 
desperately trying to keep it going because if we lose it, we'll 
never get it back.” It might be expedient to say that the 
three-year maintenance program should be extended to 10, to do 
nothing until the consultants finish their analysis, to insist on a 
balanced budget. But it is important to remember, too, that the 
B&ML showed deficits in seven of the eight years between 1963 
and 1970, then realized a profit of $98,582 in 1971. And it is 
critical that the future of one of the city’s most valuable 
resources be solidified lest it be squandered. 
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A.Me 
Belfast 7200 Burnham Jc?. 
City Point 72905 Winnecook 
Waldo 7214 Unity 
Brooks 7240 Thorndike 


Forbes 72-45 Knox 

Knox 790 Forbes 
Thorndike 8.10 Brocks 
Unity 8.30 Waldo 


Winnecook 8.35 City Point 
Burnham Jct ih 8.50 Belfast T 
A Me 


WESTWARD TRAINS ARE SUPERIOR TO EASTWARD TRAINS 
REFERENCE: T Train order office 


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 


At crossing mileage 32.80 which is e27 mile west of Belfast Station, locally 
known as Lower Bridge Crossing, continue to stop all trains at each approach 
and protect crossing by flagging by a member of the train crew on the 
ground (P.U.C.R.R. Now 3686) : 


At crossing mileage 8.16 which is .04 mile east of Unity Station, locally 

known as Unity or State Route No. 139 crossing, stop all trains at each 

approach and protect crossing by flagging by a member of the train crew. 
U.CeR eRe NOe 3538) 


crossing mileage 11.69 which is .02 mile east of Thorndike Station, locally 
m as Thorndike or State Road Crossing, stop all trains at each approach 
protect crossing by flagging by a member of the train crewe (P.U.C.R.R- 
3538) 
3rown’'s crossing on the east leg of the wye, mileage «07 and at Reed's 
ssing on the west leg of the wye, mileage el2 on State Highway Route No. 
) at Burnham Jct., crossings to be protected at the time of passing of 
trains by a flagman on the ground with a flag in his hand, at said crossings. 
(P.U.CeReR. NOew 3134) 
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TIMETABLE 
FOR EMPLOYEES “ONLY 


Superseding Time Table No. 
Destroy All Previous Timetables 


SPECIAL RULES 


The Standard Code of Train R:les will govern the movement of all trains, 

Train orders will be issued over the initial signature of the General Manager, 
Trains and engines of this road will under no circumStances enter on or’ occupy 
main line of Maine Central R. R. at Burnham Jct. without train orders issued 

by that company. Trainmen must see that all derails are locked when not in use, 


No excuse will be accepted for violation of this rule. 


WHISTLING RULES 


\ lnemen, as required by law, shall cause crossing whistle Signal (14-L), to 


be sounded in addition to ringing of bell for all crosSings covered by whistle 
posts marked W, 

Enginemen must sound whistle Signals accurately and when whistling for crossings, 
the crossing whistle signal (Rule 1% (L), revised) shall be given beginning the 
first long blast at the whistle post, cut off each blast Sharply and make the 
long and short blasts of the whistle with intervals of time between, uSing a 
minimum of three seconds for each long blast and one second for each short blast 
with a perceptible time between the blasts, 5 

In case of fast moving trains, the one crossing Signal, two long and two short 
blasts of the whistle shall be prolonged until engine is on the grade crossing. 
In case of slow moving trains, the crosSing signal shall. be repeated, the 

last short blast to be prolonged until engine is on the grade crossing. 
Enginemen shall exercise extra care to comply with the revised Rule 14-L, 
Enginemen of trains approaching Burnham Jct. will sound two long blasts of 

the whistle. 


STANDARD CLOCK Belfast Freight Office Watch Inspector W. G. Stover 
Belfast 


REGISTERING STATIONS Belfast Burnham Jct. 
BULLETIN BOARDS Belfast, Freight Office Engine House 
W. L. BOWEN, GENERAL MANAGER, BELFAST, MAINE 


EASTERN STANDARD TIME 
FREIGHT SERVICE ONLY 


Miles WESTWARD TRAINS i Passing EASTWARD TRAINS 
from Sidings 
Belfast Capacity 
Cars 


Belfast ; Burnham Jct. 
City Point Winnecook 
Waldo Unity 
Brooks r Thorndike 


Forbes 
Knox 
Thorndike 
Unity 


Winnecook City Point 
Burnham Jct.D Belfast 


WESTWARD TRAINS ARE SUPERIOR TO EASTWARD TRAINS 


REFERENCE D Day train order office s Regular Stop 


SPECIAL, INSTRUCTIONS 


At crossing mileage 8,16 which is -O4% mile east of Unity Station, locally 
known as Unity or State Road No. 139 crossing, stop all trains at, each 
appreach and protect crossing by. flagging. by a member of the train, crews 
(PV U..0,5.; Re. Reo No. 3538) : 


At crossing mileage 11.69 which is .04 mile east of Thorndike Statian, 
locally known as Thorndike or State Road crossing, Stop all trains at 


each approach and protect crossing by flagging by a member of the train 
crew. (P.U,C. R. Re Now 3538) 


At Brown's crossing on theeast leg of the wye, mileage .07 and at Reed's 
crosSing on the west leg of the wye, mileage .12 on State Highway Route 
No. 100 at Burnham Jct., crossings to be protected at the time of passing 
of trains by a flagman on the ground with a flag in his hand, at said 
crossings. (P.U.C. R. R. Now 3134) 


SPEED RESTRICTIONS 


Unity, State Road Crossing, either direction, not to exceed 6 miles per hour. 
Wescott Stream Bridges (2), either direction, not to exceed 10 miles per hour. 
ido, crossing at Waldo Station, either direction, not to exceed 6 miles per 

<i0ur ° ; i 
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HISTORY OF THE BELFAST & MOOSEHEAD LAKE R.R. 


A railroad from Belfast to Moosehead Lake was first seriously considersd in» 
)853 by a Mr. Alvert Jewott. The idea was initially received with a great deal 
of interest by the peovie of Belfest. The proponents of the railroad stated that 
Moosehead Lake was on the direct route from Belfast to Quebec. Evidently, tne 
townspeople lost interest and it was nearly a quarter of a century before the= 
matter was revived by Dr. N.P.Monroe, 4 representative in the legislature,wno 
became active for a road to Mcosechend, ‘Between Newport and Dexter, a road was . 
olready.in progress, , leaving 67 miles to be built by the Belfast & Moosehead Lake 
Railroad Company. veh 


Early) in 1867 it became apparent that without foreign aid, or an alliance with 
one of:the main lines, the road ¢ould not be contemplated to Moosehead “ake. In 
May, the directors voted to chenge the western terninus from Newport to. Burnham 
Jet. On April. 6,1867, the City of Belfast subscribed to 3,604 shares of common 
stock (par $360,400.00). On March £9,1°63 the city subserived to 1496 shares of 
prefcrred stock (par #159,600,09}. To raise the money for the purchase of this 
stock, bonds were issued by the City of Belfast in the amount of $500,000.00. 


Proposals for constructing the line were offered and accepted by Messrs. 
Bllis, Willson & Hogan Co. of Canada for 425,900. per mile. Ground was broken 
for the road in August, 1868 with a big celebration attended by people from 
many neighboring communities. June 16,1870 saw the laying of the first track, 
which-was 56 1b. Welsh iron, arriving in Belfast by ship. An_engine was brought 
from Bangor on 4 scow. The road was built using a gauge of 5% feet, but later 
was narrowed to stancardc gauge, before trains started running. 


) In September, 1870 the last rail wes spiked dovn ot a point beyond Brooke, 
/eabdout midway of the Jine. The next day the engine Windsor, with 2 platform 


ears came from Burnhem to Belfast, bringing some twenty of the citizens of that 
town and Unity. They returned in the afternoon, 


The road opened on December 26,1870 and was operated for a few months under * 
it's own name, Then, on April 27, 1871 a lease with tre Maine Central RR for a 
60 yeer,.seriod was affected for $35,000.00 per year. In 2886, 4 violent controversy 
broke out over the disvosition of the dividends which the city received as SRS 
gativdad's principal stockholder, withough there are over 100 other shareholders. 
The city was divided into two factions. The Tax-raducers believed that the excess 
should be used for municipal purposes ‘to Lower the tax rate, after interest was 
peid. The Tax-payers believed thot the excess should te used to retire the bonds. 
Unfortunately fur the City of Belfast, tne Tex-reducers won by 2 margin of two 
votes and the controversy was never brough* up again. The dividends amounting to 
$524,171.79 were, not used to retire the debt. The £0 year lease was extended on 
a yaar to year basis. In July of 1925 tho Maine Central, after fifty-four years 
of guardianship of the railroad that is Belfast's only rail link with the rest of 
the country, announced that it was going to turn it's ward adrift to look out for 
herselz. as best she might. The parent road alleged that it was losing $340,000. 
a your on the tranche “O, 28 of January 2, 1926, independant operation began with 
a $5,C0%, loan from one cf the businessmen of Belfast. The road owned no equine 
mers, net even a lantern. All it ned was thirty-three miles of track and four 


Stas 0486 


Two B&M 1800 class locomotives, Akh coxches and a caboose were leased to set 
) the line going. The firss equipment purchased was a snow plow, purchased from the 
Cenidiin Pecivie in Now, 2974 Threo coaches were purchased the following monthe 
Cengiese cauipment purchase jotails aro shown on the rosters in this pamphlet. 


” 


B&ML RR history cont. 


For many years the road.operated straight passenger trains. During the first 
year of operstion, passengers furnished 22% of the rond's total revenue. During 
the last year of passenger operation, 1959, possengers furnished only % of 1% of 
the road's total revenue. Fassonger service was made pessible by the mail con= — 
traet which was cancelled as of February 5, 1960. in later years passergers were 
handled om mixed trains. At present only one round trip of the freight train is 
made. Sunday service, in effect for years, wag discontinued earlier this year. 


There are agencystations et Belfast, Brooks, Thorndike and Unity. The agent 
at Belfast is tialter L.Bowen, also General iianager of the road. ‘ith the B&liL 
and the Maine Central at the seme location for 46 years this month, he is the 
senior employee of the railroad. Unity end Thorndike are served by one agent, 
Maynard Stevens. Brooks station is menaged by Linwood W*4loody, the famous author~" 
ity on short line railroads, particularly narrow gauge lincs, and author of’ the © 
recent best séller, "THE MAINE TiO FOOTERS". Wel-Hall is General Auditor of the 
railroade The remainder of the 32 employees. are as follows: 3S section foremen, 
10 section men, 1 part time bookkeener, i part time interline clerk, 1 motorman, 
1 corductor, 2 brakenen, 2 helpers; 1 roundhouse foreman, and 3 watchmen. The 
helpers and watchmen also double in train service as required. The total weekly 
payrobl is over $2,000. dente 


Most of the line is laid with 75 1b. rail with opposite joints. Exceptions 
to this are 85 1b rail from Belfast. to Waldo and 90 1b rail between 25 Mile’ 
Brook and the Sebasticook River, both ploces having elternate joints. Ties under 
the rails are untreated cedar except on bridges and those.tise Setween Belfést 
and Waldo installed in 1945,46, and 51-54 which are creosote treated. Tie plates 
are used throughout. Only mechanical maintainence of way equipment on the line 

Se a weeder  , a weed sprayer and several section cars. Two wires on poles 

the kength of the line, formerly Western Union wires, now provide telephone com- 
munication between stations. | 


Freight shipments over the years have varied. For many years, pulpwood and 
lumber furnished a large part of the rond's revenue. A fertilizer factory at 
Belfast shipped thousands of cars over the B&ML rails before it wos razed in the 
mid thirties. With the g*owth of the broiler raising industry in Waldo County, 
poultzy feed becamé the road's mainstay. During +960, 2,537 of the 3,505 cars 
received were poultry foec. Traffic is predominantly inbound with only 376 cars 
being forwarded thet yeer. 


On the whole, tho operations since 1926 have been profitable; some years 
in the red, some with considerable net. With the termination of the Maine Cen- 
tral's lease, the liaine Central's lease money stopped. At that time, for the first 
time since the city issued bonds, they statted to retire them. By 1965, they 
should be fully paid. : 


The B&ML is one of the few city controlled railroads in the country. The 
city of Prineville, Oregon has it's own railroed by that name, but it differs from 
the B&lL in that it is an integral part of the city government, being run by the 
City Council, with no stock outstanding. The City of Cincinnati, Ohio owns the 
Cincinnati Southern RR, but here again there is adifference as it is leased to 
the CNO & TP ER. . : 


Prepafred by Wel.Haxt and J.B. Lancaster for the Portland Division, THE RAILROAD 
ENTHUSIASTS, INC,, Box 641, Portland, Maino. 
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PORTLAND DIVISICi TRIP COMMITTEE 
RAILROAD ENTHUSIASTS» INC. J.E.LANCASTER AND E.M. QUINN 


TKO SPECIAL EXCURSIONS 


1. GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY 
2. BELFAST % MOOSHEAD LAKE RAILROAD 


Saturday, August 125 196) 
: a ont, Maine to Urcveton, New Hampshire, 120 miles and return through 


scenic Androscoggin River Velloy and the White Meurtains. Ride on the only stand- 
ard passenger train $n Southwestern Maine. A photo and meal stop will be made 

at Groveton, N.H. where 2 steam switching locomotives are stored by Groveton 
Papers Coe This trip is being run in corjunction with the regular GIR trains 17 
and 16. Free parking at GTR Station, India St., Portland, Maine. 


Schedule _Fare _ 
L¥. Portland - Train ii7 = 6:45 AM EDT All over 10 years - $6.50 
Lve Groveton - Train 16 - 1:47 PM BD 
Ar. Portland - Train 16 - 5:25 PM EDT 


Sunday, August 13, 1961 
Belfast, Maine to Burnham Jct., Maine, 33 miles and return. Along scenic 


Passagassawakeag River and Winnecook Lake over the freight-only, city-conti7olled 
railroad in open gondola cars. Photo stops will be arranged. 


Lv. Belfast Enginehouse - 10300 AM EDT All over 10 years - $5.50 
Lv. Burnham Jet. - 12:30 PM EDT 
_Ar. Belfast » » \St50 PM.EDT 


Arrangements 
1. Adequate parking available in Belfas*. 
2, Sandwiches and soft drinxs will be sold on the train. 
3, Time allowed at Burnham Jet. (Jct. with Maine Central Railroad) to photo 
facilities. 
4, Rolling stock for trio: Open gondclas (We wish we could boast it never rains 
in "Vacationland", but t'aia't AGWAYS so - bring umbrella or raincoat) Wear 
rubber~soled shoes for climbing the car side. 
5, Belfast is about 25 hours from Portiand (45 from Boston) vie Meine Turnpike 
to Avgusta, Moine, Route#3 to Boifast. Vea Phas 
6. Incioata on ticke+ order, is reservarioas on a buco from Fortland to Belfast are 
desired. ee. eeigea yr aden 
Send for tickets now. Payments will not be accepted after Monday, August 7, 1961, 
in order to complete plans with the railroad. The right to refund fares if cap- 


acity is reached, is reserved. 
Jobe Lancaster, srsoSe Please make checks and money~oraers 


Portlard Div. Railroad Enthusiasts, Inc. payable to J.E.Lancaster. No cash 
P.O0.Box 641, Portland, Maine or stamps, please. 
Piease sond tickets for excursions 45 follows: 
Grand Trunk Trip on August 12: ® $6.50 = 3 Bus. 


——  _aaen~ 


Belfast Trip on August iS: » $5.50 ty 
0 


Total - honey order/check enclosed $ PS am 


Name ie 
hadress City State 
(Please ineiude Selr audressed Stamped envelope for return of Eickets. ) 


* 


August 13, 196I 


WELCOME TO THE FIRST BELFAST & MOOSEHEAD LAKE EXCURSION, SPONSORED BY THE 
PORTLAND DIVISION, RAILROAD ENTHUSIASTS he 


The following items are a few of the highlights of today’s trip. We hope you enjoy it. 


At Belfast: 
On the former location of the passenger station building, the B&ML is building a 
$60,000 bulk feed plant which will be leased to a feed company. Previously, delivery 
of this bulk feed to poultry houses in the area has been trucked from plants on 
other rail lines. Use of bulk feed has increased in recent years. Additional 
revenue from this plant should approach $50,000 per year. 


The actual end of track at Belfast is about 4% mile east at Mathews Bros. Mill who 
receive west coast lumber and ship out doors and window frames. Consumers Fuel 
Co., Edmunds Grain Co. and the feed warehouse of the Maplewood Poultry Co. are 
also:located on this line. 


Located between the Freight House and the Engine House is the only covered, 
overhead type all wood track scale in the area. 


The B&ML’s spare locomotives, plow and flanger will be on display before the 
excursion starts. 


Leaving Belfast: 
Tugs of the Eastern Maine Towage Co., part of Maine's famous fishing fleet and 
pleasure craft anchor below the State Highway bridge over the Passagassawakeag River, 
The gate at this crossing is the only crossing protection on the entire railroad _ 
and is operated by train crews or shop forces. Sardines from the plant next to ( zy 
the bridge are shipped as far as Calif. by rail. 


Beyond the crossing is the processing plant of the Maplewood Poultry Co. which 
with the Penobscot Poultry Co. (Cacklebird brand) also with a plant in Bel fast, 
are two of the five big poultry processing plants in the State of Maine. The 
others are located at Lewiston (Hillcrest), Augusta (Lipman), and Winslow (Fort 
Halifax). The Belfast plants pack 100,000 chickens a day. It is feed for this 
daily output that provides the backbone of the railroad’s income. 


Beyond the poultry plant is the site of a new bridge across the river which will 
eliminate the other bridge except for pedestrians. The new bridge and the 

connecting circumferential highway will cost almost $4 million.: Shipments of 
construction machinery and bridge material have netted the B&ML $3,000 since mid-July. 


NOTE - - AT THE REQUEST OF THE INSURANCE COMPANY, NO ONE WILL BE ALLOWED TO RIDE ON 
THE LOCOMOTIVE, NOR WILL THEY BE ABLE TO CROSS BETWEEN CARS OF THE TRAIN WHILE THE 
TRAIN IS IN MOTION, EXCEPT FOR TRAIN EMPLOYEES. 


NOTE: To help you anticipate the attractions, they will be listed by miles from 
Belfast. Mile posts listing miles from Belfast appear on the south of the track. 


MP 1.0 - Point of land known as Beaver Tail in river above discontinued bridge. 
MP 2.0 - Passagassawakeag River Bridge 
MP 2/16. - City Point 
MP 3.5 First “escott Stream Bridge ( ) 
MP 4.2 Second Wescott Stream Bridge 
MP 5.0 Former location of Sargent’s Siding.” Beyond crossing at Sargent’s, right 
of way of siding to Quarry at Oak Hill; 1 mile, (Granite for Holland 
Tunnel) on north side. Siding was removed prior to 1900. 
MP 5. Fowler Hill Crossing. 10 min. photo stop. 


Portland Division August 13, 1961 
Railroad Enthusiasts, Inc. Eastern Daylight Time 


(_) BELFAST & MOOSEHEAD LAKE RAILROAD 


Trip Timetable 


West - Read down Station East - Read up 
10: 30 Bel fast 


10:35 City Point 


(10:45) Fowler Hill Crossing 
(10:55) (Photo stop) 


11:00 Waldo 
LeTZ0 Brooks 
1E325 Forbes 


(11:27) Twin Elms 
(11:37) (Photo stop) 


i i Knox 


@ hee Thorndike 


(12:05) (Comfort Stop) 


12:25 Unity 


(LZ527) Lake Winnecook 
(12:37) (Picture stop) 


---- 25 Mile Brook ‘ (1: 40) 
(Photo stop) (1:30) 


42055 Burnham Jet. 33.07 3:25 


NOTE: AT THE REQUEST OF THE INSURANCE COMPANY, NO ONE WILL BE ALLOWED TO RIDE 
ON THE LOCOMOTIVE, NOR WILL THEY BE ABLE TO CROSS BETWEEN CARS OF THE 
TRAIN WHILE THE TRAIN IS IN MOTION, EXCEPT FOR TRAIN EMPLOYEES . 


trip Highlights continued. 


6.0 - Johnson Brook Bridge 

7.15- Waldo Station. No agent since 1927. 

7.5 - Old Cemetery on north side. Only access now is along the track 

8.0 - Water tank foundation on North Side. 

12. - Brooks Station 

13 - Marsh River (on north side) washed fill out here in 1954 during Hurricanes 
Carol and Edna. ; 

14.07-Forbes Siding. Only highway underpass on line. Location of Maine Reduction 
Co. which is the largest shipper outbound (265 of 376. cars last year) 
on line. The plant receives scrap leather from tanneries in Maine and Mass. 
by rail, making it into an ingredient of citrus fertilizer used in Florida. 
The plant also processes chicken feathers for an ingredient of chicken 
feed shipped to feed plants. 

.5- Twin 80 foot Elms spanning. 10 min.’ photo. stop 

-1- Summit of climb from Belfast. (488 feet) 

.2- Knox siding.’ Used to set out tonnage when doubling the hill before 
siding was removed. thet 

.47-Knox Wharf. Station. removed recently. 

-40-Thorndike - 15 min. Comfort stop. (Both going to Burnham Jct. & return) 
Water tank foundation acréss new crossing on south side. Location 
of Blue Ribbon Feed mill and plant of Kennebec Cooler Co. who make -bulk 
milk tanks for trucks and barns. 

.95-Unity.: Location of feed store, former Hood’s Creamery now being used by 
Redi-Peeled Potato Co. Former Canning factory being used by Penobscot 
Poultry Co. as a hatchery. : 

.5- A plant was recently built here by Milmae Fence Co. which makes Cedar’ fences. 

_0- Track follows Lake Winnecook for 1 mile. 10 min.‘ photo stop at Kanokolus poomeny 
Club beach. : Lg 

6.8- Unity Pond Bridge. Only thru girder on railroad. 

.5- Longest straight track. | Mile. 

.44-Winnecook Station. 

-§- 25 Mile Stream Bridge. 10 min. photo stop on return trip. 

_0- Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington RR was built to this point on south 
side (dirt road was right of way). MeC refused to let them cross here 
so track was abandoned to Albion. (1897) 

8- Sebasticook ‘River Bridge. 2 spans. Longest bridge, only thru trusses on line. 

-07-Burnham Jet. Connection with MeC. Coal box near station was once used 
to fuel MeC steam locomotives. Burnham Post Office was. former MeC 
station (prior:to 1900): 30 min. comfort and lunch stop. Rest rooms 
available at gas station. 


TE PORTLAND DIVISION, BRE AND THE B&ML WELL HAVE SOUVENIRS FOR SALE IN THE CABOOSE 
BEFORE AND DURING THE TRIP. 


CATERING ‘OF SANDWICHES AND POP ON THE TRAIN IS BEING HANDLED BY A BS&ML EMPLOYEES | FAMILY, 


THE PORTLAND DIVISION RRE AND THE B&ML RR ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ARTICLES LEFT 
‘ON THE TRAIN 


WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED YOUR VISIT TO BELFAST, BROILER CAPITAL OF THE WORLD! 


‘ 
between the open ends of the gondolas and the train riders visited back and forth at the RROns 

On “the outbound trip some passengers didn’t have seats--they had been supplied by the Shrine 
Club -- so a stop was made at Waldo to pick up a heavy station bench. But it was hardly needed 
aq train wound through the green countryside, and most of the train lovers stood up to see 
bervrér . 

During the return trip questionnaires were passed around seeking out such things as interest 
in another excursion and possible ways to improve it. 

Most wanted another excursion, even mentioning that it could become a regular summer feature 
like Belfast's own broiler festival in early July; that it could include a dinner at Barnes Jct. 
rather than having those attending bring lunches; and perhaps coulc include at that hid an 
historic and model train exhibit, which could be open to the public as well as excursioners. 


also from same paper: 
HE HAD A HAD WHEN HE GOT ON, AND--- 


BELFAST.-- .The Belfast and Moosehead lake ‘Ra kiPoad made" an un@ehedadedsstap on" i s’ TetHtn 
itrip:with 100 .excursioners ,from Burnham. Junction Sunday. |. 
‘At.was.aibreezy, :beautiful midsummer .day. Several hatsiblew off onethé way up, .but 
ifoxrtunately fell into, the; three. gondola :cars carrying. the crowd. ' 
Except ,that.qgf Buff’ Gerald .Boothby :af .Partland. His sailed.out .the,.side .as.the train moved 
catia 30 mile clip.;:At.a,photo:stop,- Boothby ran.up ta the @ngine .and tald.engineer )onald Gould 


@haut:it. -Another ‘rider .wondered.if Boothby .wanted the train to back-up along the tracks. It 
shad ito make:a:turn:arqund:at Burnham. 


\ 


‘On : the :way :back: the .train:suddenly :ground;to;av:halt. ‘Many .of the .railroad enthusiasts :pulled 
‘watches :and:schedules:from:their;pockets ‘thinking: they :had :missed :something. 
‘Fhey :mightvhave, :but :engineer :Gould shadn,t. He d:spatted -Boothby’:s cap. 


@ So ee ae caboose. Caption: Mrs. Charles :Hall-.of Belfast .set\up.a.well+patronized 
| ¢ Ged bar,in.the caboose. for ,Sunday’:s excursion. 


‘Picture of train:ready to depart’at:Belfast.-Caption: -Three’ gondola:cars: fitted':with: folding 


.chairs':make*a'special:train:of:' the Beil fast:and: Moosehead: Lake Railroad Sunday: for: the railroad 
‘enthusiasts’ exeursion, 


‘Picture of train: taken:‘on'the-way. Caption: Nearly 100-railroad: enthusiasts: journeyed: the 
‘Length: of Maine's Bel fast:and:Moosehead: Lake: Railroad: Sunday:on:a'special:excursion: train. 


Above, the’ train'with:its: three:open:’ gondola:cars: winds, through underbrush: on the: right: of 
‘way'of: the:noted: short: line. 


NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OF TRIP 
OF AUG. 13, 1961 


The Boston Herald, Monday, Aug. 14, 1961 


BELFAST, Me.--Railroad buffs, got their share of whistle stops Sunday afternoon when 
the Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad Co., known as the ‘‘Bull-moose‘‘* eponsoted a 
special picture-taking adventure through some of Maine’s most picturesque countryside. 

It was a pleasurable, lazy afternoon of picture-taking for some 100 persons from New York 
City, Kansas, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. . 

The only completely dieselized train in the state, (nat true W.I.Halt B&ML) the 
Bullmoose, wound its way through towns never mentioned on road maps. Mis aaa 

Among the towns they stopped at. for lunches and ’' personal necessities’ were Bennett's 
Crossing, Fowler Hill, Twin Elms and Twenty Five Mile Stream -- nothing much there but 
mother nature and a handful of country well wishers. . 

Disappointments? There were.none. In fact, everyone making the trip expressed delight 
and hoped that next year there would :be more than one run made. . 
Passengers got a chance to comment on slips passed out by conductor Charles Hall, 
fireman Ross Freeman, brakeman Winwood Lewis and engineer Don Gould. 

Many had been on a Short: Line run on Canadian National .from Portland, Me. to Groveton, N.H., 
recently, (the preceding day, W.1.H.) but all said that this roadhed was much smoother. 

The trip was narrated by a representative of Maine Central in Portland who used, and very 


appropriately, a bull horn, 


The only problems of the day came when a man’s hat. blew off in Twin Elms as they were 
leaving--but that was retrieved on the way home. Fife ' 
Fifteen persons were scratching from: poison ivy picked: up when they wandered too far from 


the tracks and another 15 persans from Banyor, who\charteréd a bus hoping to make the trip, 
missed the train. 

They thought the special left at 10.30 a. m. standard time but it actually left at 10.30 
daylight time. They’ 11 watt until next year to make the memorable trip only.a few in thts 


country have taken 


Portland Press Herald, Monday, Aug 14, 1961 

BELFAST--Nearly 100 members of The Railroad Enthusiasts and other railroad lovers rode 
in open gondola cars on an excursion over the 75-mile (66, W.1.H.) round trip Belfast and 
Moosehead Lake Railroad Sunday. 

The train never did get to Moosehead Lake. It never has. It went to the everyday end 
of the’ line for the -municipally-owned (should be municipally-controlled, Wil .#.) road’. +- 
Burnham Junction. , 

Topping the list of railroad buffs present was the national president of The Railroad 


Enthusiasts, Magistrate Stanley Bradley of the Municipal Court of Tenafly, N. J., who came 


specially for the trip. 

Perfect weather prevailed throughout the day, 
Hill Crossing, Twin Elms, where trees form a naturai tunnel, 
on Lake Winnecook, 25 Mile Stream and Burnham Junction. 

The enthusiasts were presented maps of the railroad, copies of its history and its 
equipment list and a mileage directory of towns and communities along the way (Timetable). 

Dy ed-in- the-wool railroad men consulted watches and in general found the train to be on time. 

J. E. Lancaster’ of Portland, assistant bridge and building\supervisor of the Maine 
and E. M. Quinn, brakeman, Canadian National Railway, Portland 


of the BMLRR operated the train. 
took a busman’s holiday on 


which was marked by photo stops at Fowler 
Thorndike, Kanokolus Club ‘Beach 


Central Railroad, Portland, 
acted as conductors on the trip.: Regular crews 
Wilfred Hall, BMLRR auditor, attired in a T-shirt and shorts, 
his day off. 
Oscar Green, president of the four-mile-long Warwick, R. ‘i 


however, was Bud Kessley of East Hartford, Conn., 
nd the three open gondola cars. 


tor (Clyde Page, on vacation at the 
Heavy planks were mounted 


Railroad was aboard. Holding 


the best:seat in the house, who rode the 


ck —- 
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EXCURS!ONISTS RETURN — At the end of a perfect day railroad enthusiasts, sightseers and camera 
fans, nearly 300 of them making up what is believed to have been the largest passenger train 
ever pulled on the B&ML line, complete the 66-mile round trip to -Bawedeeummmii@tretron. The success of 
this year’s excursion may result in the outing becoming an ann@@l event. 


B&ML Manager B & MLR Mer.— 


(Continued from Page 1) 


o 
Walks Entire 33 B&ML employees Clinton Littlefield, 


Mahlon Dumont and Howard John- 

Mil Ot T | son; Robert Baker, president of the 
I es rac KS Downeast R.R. Club who sponsored 
On Friday, July 24th, General last Sunday’s’ excursion over the 
B&ML; Raymond Cook, secretary of 
the Club with a friend, Penny Cohen; 
Earl Stimpson, a member of the 
Club; Roger Levenson, Berkeley, 
Calif., and formerly of Bangor who 
was a guest of Hall at the time, of 
excursion; Kenneth Piper, Hall’s 
phew from Auburn, and on the 
one-mile sector, with Richard Hall, 
his three and one-half year old 


grandnephew on his shoulders. 


Manager Wilfred I. Hall of the Bel- 
fast and Moosehead Lake Railroad, 
completed a project begun April 18 
when he started walking the line by 
segments. 

The first stretch of the 33-mile 
trek was from Belfast to City Point 
(two miles) and the last stretch on 
Friday, from Lake Winnecook to the 
terminus of the line, Burnham 
Junction, about three and one-half 
miles. Hall took 14 walks in all to 
cover the full distance. 

The jaunts. ranged. from slightly 
over a mile to four miles. He walked 


alone on six of the hikes, but was D 
by uite improbable for a Santa Fe 


ial to attempt such a trek. With 
their 12,886 miles, the longest rail- 
ro2zd ‘in the country, Hall figured it 
would take one about two years 
walking eight hours a day, five days 
a week, providing they walked at the 
same rate Hall averaged which was 
a mile in about 20 minutes, 


It is quite possible that some offi- 
cial of the Louisiana and Pine Bluff 
Railway of Louisiana has walked the 

tire length of its line covering 1.7 

But Hall noted it would be 


accompanied at various times 


H 


i 

uled departure time of 10 a. m. | 
ty i 

in 


t north of Belfast, 
a 


steam engine for 


the 
i 


four | 
ted 


controlling traffic at two inter- 


as 


y assIs 


ley Knox of Unity; 


across 


and 
State troopers 


the Passagas- 
Paul Hooper of Liberty and Stan- 


sawaukeag River, and then ad- 
and Thorndike, 


and arriving in Unity for a short 


train 


H. 
six-ear train 
and two cabooses - 


where the excursion 


stopped for more camera work 


by passengers. 
Switched Cars 


At the western terminus of the | 
trip at Burnham Junction, excur- 


N. 

the 
spanning 

Knox, 


however, 


jus 


tswatched while the diesel 


First stop was made at ec 


e 


On past Mount Waldo and its 
granite works the train rolled, 


So the 


gondolas 
was pulled by a bright green 


B&ML diesel. No one seemed to 


mind, 
excursionists had their cameras 


at the ready. 
where a cooperating engineer 


allowed camera fans to descend, 
vanced toward the shutterbugs 


train edged out of Belfast a 
half hour later than its sched- 
as cameras clicked. 

slowing for the depots at Waldo, 


stay at > noon. 


point 
backed 
trestle 
Brooks, 
sections 


abandon plans when the nearest 
sionis 


locomotive turned out to be in 


the outing Sunday, but had to 
Walpole, 


to obtain a 
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Rail Excursionists Favored 
With Ideal Weather Sunday 


Nearly 300 railroad enthusiasts and sightseers were favored 


with ideal weather 


conditions for the round-trip Belfast and 


Moosehead Lake Railroad excursion from Belfast to Burnham 
Junction sponsored by the Downeast Railroad Club of Brunswick 


Sunday. 


12 Bangor Daily News, Thursday, July 30, 1964 


Belfast Railroad Head — 
Walks Entire Rail Line 


BELFAST — On Friday, 
General Manager Wilfred I. 
Hall of the Belfast and Moose- 
head Lake Railroad com- 
pleted a project started on 
April 18 when he started 
walking the line by segments. 
The first stretch was from 
Belfast to City Point (two 
miles) and the last stretch 
on last Friday, from Winne- 
cook to the terminus of the 
line, Burnham Junction, 
about three and one - half 
miles. 

Hall took 14 walks in all to 
cover the 33 miles. The jaunts 
ranged from a little over a 
mile to about four miles. He 
walked alone on six of the 
hikes. 

The following accompanied 
him at various times: B&ML 
employes Clinton Littlefield, 
Mahlon Dumont and Howard 
Johnson; Robert Baker, pres- 
ident of the Downeast Rail- 
road Club, which sponsored 
last Sunday’s Excursion over 
the B&ML, Ray Cook, secre- 


tary of the club with his 
friend, Miss Penny Cohen, 
Earl Stimpson, a member of 
the Club, Roger Levenson of 
Berkeley, Calif., (formerly of 
Bangor), who was a guest of 
Hall at the time, Kenneth 
Piper, Hall’s nephew from 
Auburn, and on the one -mile 
sector, Richard Hall, Hall’s 
three and one-half - year-old 
grand - nephew, on his should- 
ers. 

It is quite probable that 
some official of the Louisiana 


| and Pine Bluff Railway may 


have walked the entire length 
of its line as it is only 1.7 
miles long. Quite improbable 
that any Santa Fe Railway 
official will attempt such a 
trek. With their 12,886 miles, 
the longest railroad in the 
country, Hall figured it would 
take him about two years 
walking eight hours a day; 
five days a week, if he walk- 
ed at the same rate as he 
averaged, a mile in 20 min- 
utes. 


Enthusiasts from every state in 
New England with the exception of 
Vermont, as well as residents of New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
the Province of Quebec traveled 
great distances to be on hand for the 
66-mile scenic tour. Many were chil- 
dren experiencing their first train 
ride. 

Robert C. Baker of Brunswick, 
president of the sponsoring club, 
stated that he originally intended to 
obtain a steam engine for the outing, 
but had to abandon plans when. it 
was discovered the nearest one was 
located in Walpole, N. H. The six- 
ear train—four gondolas and two 
cabooses—was pulled by a B&MLRR 
diesel. 


Photo Stops 

Several photo stops were made 
between Belfast and the western 
terminus of the trip at Burnham 
Junction where excursionists 
watched as the diesel switched sev- 
eral freight cars at its only rail 
connection with the Maine Central 
Railroad, and then turned on the 
wye and started the return trip. 
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WIRTHMORE FEEDS INC. 343 WINTER ST., WALTHAM, MASS. 02154 


T 
| VENDOR INVOICE 
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: at 
beet big baa | GROSS AMOUNT DISCOUNT 
54970 8/13 00000 
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Cracked Rail- Congiced Cas Cracked Corn 


A broken rail was listed as causing 
this railroad car containing 100 tons 
of cracked corn to overturn Monday. 


About 200 feet of track was torn up at into the area Tuesday to right the car. 
Brooks. Railroad officials said there 


ment would arrive to vacuum the 
grain from the car and that Maine 
Central equipment would be moved 


It was expected that service on the 
were no injuries. They said that equip- line would be resumed Tuesday. 


Bt Me R R. (Whitcomb Photo) /o 17 "eG 
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Penobscot Poultry Company 
Volume 4, Number 3 


Wirthmore Bulk Service, Belfast, Maine. 
FORTY PERCENT OF FEED GRAINS HAULED BY 
BELFAST & MOOSEHEAD LAKE RAILROAD, 
USED BY PENOBSCOT POULTRY COMPANY 


CONDUCTOR: Charlie Hall copies way bills 
into his train book as he gets ready to 
make out his report. With a rear brakeman, 
Conductor Hall is responsible for the rear. 


Belfast 
March 1965 


Over the Belfast and Moosehead Lake Rail- 
road during the past 26 years, have been 
hauled a million-four hundred thousand 
tons of chicken and other livestock feeds. 
Sacked in 100 pound bags and laid end-to- 
end they would stretch from Belfast to San 
Francisco, California, four times. 


With that inmind, and further, that 40 
percent of current feed receipts are con- 
Signed tc Wirthmore Bulk Feed Service at 
Belfast, the News looked this month to the 
operation of the B&ML, 


Early on a Monday take a ride with the News 
and Charlie Hall, conductor of an "extra" 
that goes to Burnham to pick up the accum- 
ulation of cars set off by the Maine Cen- 
tral since Friday noon. Charlie's train has 
to hustle them down to Belfast so that 
there will. be no lag in the business of 
Wirthmore Bulk Feed Service. 


At 6:40 Charlie high balls the train out of 
the yard and sits at his desk to Fillout 
his train book. With a clankty-clank the 
cars roll along through the morning mist. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 


ENGINEER: Harold Smith, engineman feathers 
the sand valve as the train crawls over 
Knox ridge at five miles per hour. Smith 
is feeding sand or air most of the time. 


CACKLEBIRD NEWS 
Mareh 1965 
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B & M L RR CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE 


After the crews huddled a few minutes, 

Number 1 pulled out and Smith eased 51 back pte 
onto the main line and headed for Knox | A Te a 
ridge. For three miles the train crawled 7 4 ee et 
for a half hour at five miles per hour. en ae 

Smith feathered the sand valve carefully ‘ r “a 

with his eye on the gauge that would warn East bound Maine Extra 51 waits at 
him when the drivers were about to spin. Central train. Thorndike for No.1. 


rw 


Over the ridge and into Forbes where the 
train came to a screetching stop it was all 
down hill with Smith's hand on the air 
brake lever. Knox ridge is 1498 feet above 
sea level. B & M L does not just haul grain, 
it lugs and tugs it and lifts it from an 
elevation of 161 at Burnham up over the 
hump at Knox and coasts it down to Belfast. 


The line is 33 miles long and every mile of 
it is exciting. There was a woodchuck that 
had to be tooted off the track. A traveling 
deer herd of 25 was seen one day. Yes! the 
B&M L.is a member of the Penobscot family, 


TONS 


Tonnage of feed moved by the Relfast 


and Moosehead Lake Railroad, 


by years, 


"What can I leave for train No. 1?" That 
is Charlie's question, as he sifts the way- 


bills over while his train crews is shift- 
ing and making up for the return trip. 
g ee enc. hi “ S * , } y : 
er _ f i ey a 
HOME AT LAST: Extra 51's crew, l-r, Henry ~ 
Seekins, Charlie Hall, Charles "Cap" Page \ _ 
lz and in engine cab doorway, Harold Smith. 


This chart was prepared for 
Cacklebird News by James Berry 
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BELFAST AND MOOSEHEA 
EQUIPMENT ROSTER 


D LAKE R.R. 


(OTHER THAN LOCOMOTIVES) 


Former Road & No. 


T Atl. City R. 16 


» 910 


AOR (Oe DAES aan ee 


om Reading 


12 Phila & Rdq. 940 
Co. 4/9/53. 


Date Acquired 


Dec. 1926 


Cost 
578.93 


1140.63 


803.93 


Reading Company Coach No. 940 


Class PAK, built by Harlan-Hollingsworth, 


in May, 
was sold to H. 


Bs , a] ” 
te AY] .] i 
rae DIACK 5 


Levis on Dec. 


17, 1926 and 


Lehigh & New England R.R. at 


S$ car was operated by Reading Co. in 


| 
sr SerNvace 


2s Ak AOE RN ER A AS SRT SST RE TS RRA SOR RD OS 


qage 


Baggage 


Snow Plow 
Snow Plow 
Flanger 


Caboose 


| 4 B&iMo 2328 


B&M 2360 


cP 400655 
“MEG 45 

BAR 9215 (Box) 

B&M 104031 


B&M 104201 
B&M 104240 


B&M 1O0439I 


BAR 7945 
MEC 1472 
BAR 7945 
BAR 70101 


BAR 70404 
BAR X-180 (Flat) 


Sept. 1927 


Sept. 1927 


Nov. 1926 
Dec. [952 
1956 
1927 


Dec. 


Sept. 


Sept. 1927 


Nov. 195l 


June 1954 


Auq. 1928 


Dec. 1928 


Aug. 1928 


Aug. 1928 


Aug. 1928 


Aug. 1928 


1903. Cost of car to Reading Co. was 


800.00 


LOOl 16 
663.00 


2180.13 
350.00 


350.00 | 


1553 .71 


1248.85 


496.25 


500.00 


496.25 


Renarks 


Retired Jan. 1950 


Surdlus and For 
Sale as of 3/10/60 


Not used reqularly 
after 3/9/60. 
Retained for use as 
caboose or for 
excursions 


Converted to Tool 
Car Jan. 1943. 
Retired Dec. 1949. 
Now used as 
carpenter shoo, 
off trucks. 
Converted to Tool 
var Dec. 1949. 
Retired Sept. 1957 


Retired Marl Ogu 


Sold for summer camp 
Feb. 1954. Now at 
Swan Lake, Swanvi lle, 
Maine 


Retired Jan. | 943. 
Dismantled. 


Burned after 
derailment. Feb. 1954 


Converted to Flat 
No. 40 in 1942 


Retired Jan. 1940 


Vie 
Originally Box No. 
31. Converted to 
Flat in 1942 


Destroyed in 
Accident Dec. 1944 


Retired Nov. 1939 


Purchased as Flat Gar. 
Cofiverted to Flanzer 
June 1935. Retired 
Dec. 1956 


Baggage 


Baggage 


MEC 7410 
MEC 7368 
SSW 72 


BAR 563 


Dec. 1944 343.25 
Aug. 1945 339.62 


Jan. 1931 3387.22 Retired and 
Dismantled Sept. $957 


June 1948 8529.72 Surplus and For Sale 


Last Day of Mail Service February 5, 1960 


Last Day of Passenger Service March 9, 1960 


‘Last Day cf Express Service March 16, 1960 


CARS ON HAND AS (CF APRIL 13, 1960 


| Baggage Car No. 73 

2 Coaches No. II and /2 

1 Snow Plow No. 22 

| Flanger No. 23 

| Caboose No. 27 

2 Flat Cars No. 44 and 45 


B&ML No. 


16 (1st) 


L7 
18 


16 (2nd) 


20 
19 
61 
50 
51 
52 


BAR No. 


Ait 
50 
52 

ri 
60 
54 


Boiler Wegt.of 


Press. 
(Lbs) 


Engine 
Wk 
Lbs ) 


104,500 
144,500 
144,500 
104,500 
144, 500 
144, 500 
144,500 
137,600 
137,600 
137,600 


.Order 


Locomotive Roster 


Belfast and Moosehead lake Railroad Company 


Type 
—ly—@ 
4-6-0 
4-6-0 
—lp—0 
4-6-0 
4-6-0 
4-6-0 
140/140 
140/140 


140/140 


Capac. 


Coal 


(Tons ) 


Builder 


Builder's Date 


No. 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Manchester 


Gen.Elec. 


Gen, Elec. 


Gen. Elec. 


Water Diesel 


Capac. 
Tender 
(Gals) 


Oil 
Cap. 


4000.00 


6951.27 


7270.00 
5166.76 


3878.75 
5041.94 
6709.17 
52250.00 
52250.00 
74880 .00 


Built 


Cost 


Date 
Acauired 


Dec .1927 
Aug .1928 
Aug .1928 
1936 
. 1939 
» 1940 
21945 
~1946 
-1946 
ge 


sep. 


Traded to BAR 
for BAR 213 


Traded to BAR 
for BAR 54 
Traded to BAR 
for BAR 61 


Traded to BAR 
for BAR 60 


Scrapped at Belfast April 1947 


Cy1.Size 


Inches 
18x24 


20x26 
20x26 
18x24 
20x26 
20x26 
20x26 
9x10% 
9x10% 


9x104 


Diam, of. 223 
Driven ‘B) 


63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
36 
36 
36 


16800 
25380 
25380 
16800 
25380 
25380 
25380 
44300 
44300 
41300 


* Tractive Effort 


Remarks 


£2 


in Sept. 1936 


in Jan. 1940 


in April 1945 


in Nov. 


1939 


Scrapped at Belfast June 1950 


Scrapped at Belfast Aug. 1947 
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DOWNEAST RAILROAD CLUB 
DIVISION OF RAILROAD ENTHUSIASTS, INC. 


Box 196, Brunswick, 


Maine 


BELFAST AND MOOSEHEAD LAKE RAILROAD EXCURS1 ON 


Sunday, July 25 


Welcome to the third Belfast 
and Moosehead Lake Excursion. The 
first trip was sponsored by the 
Portland Division, Railroad Enthus- 
iasts, on August 13, 1961; the sec- 
ond by the Downeast Railroad Club 
on July 26, 1964, who sponsor to- 
day’s trip. 


NOTE: AT THE REQUEST OF THE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, NO ONE WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO RIDE ON THE LOCOMOTIVE 
OR ATOP THE CABOOSES. NO PASSENGERS 
WILL BE PERMITTED TO PASS BETWEEN 
CARS VHILE THE TRAIN IS IN MOTION. 
ALL PASSENGERS ARE REQUESTED TO 
BOARD AND LEAVE TRAIN THROUGH THE 
CABOOSE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TRAIN. 
TOILET AND WASHING FACILITIES ARE 


SOFT PRINKS FOR SALE IN THE MIDDLE 
CABOOSE. 


YOUR ‘TRAIN 


.-General Electric Diesel Loco- 
motive No. 52-70 Ton 600 Horse- 
power. Built in Erie, Pa. May 


Evol: 


. Pennsylvania Gondola 614942 

. Pennsylvania Gondola 612348 

. Caboose No. 27 (Toilet, Washing 
Facilities, Soft Drinks) (Ex- 
B&M 104391) 

. Pennsylvania Gondola 373793 

. Pennsylvania Gondola 612161 

. Caboose No. 28 (For Club and 
Press) (Ex Reading 90715) 


The four gondolas are all 52° 6" 
long and are the same cars that 
were used on the Bangor & Aroos- 
took’s Excursion from Northern 
Maine Jct. to Beg T=aPOr t and return 


on July 11th. 
Schedule 


Leave Belfast 10:00 A.M. EDT 

Arr. Burnham Jct. 12:00 Noon EDT 

Lve. Burnham Jct. After turning 
train on wyes 

Arr. Unity Pond 12:45 P.M.. EDT 

Lye. Unity Pond 9:15. PM. EBL 

Arr. Belfast 4:00 P.M. EDT 


The following items are a few of 
the highlights of today’s trip. We 
hope you enjoy it. 


At Belfast: Mile Post Zero. 

On the former location of the 
passenger station building, you 
will see the $60,000 bulk feed 
plant built by the Railroad in 
1961. As a matter of fact, ground 
was broken for the structure the 
day after the 1961 excursion.: Rent- 
al, revenue from the plant, leased 
to Wirthmore Feeds, has amounted to 
over $250,000.00.The blue and 
black B&M box cars and the hopper 
cars which you see all contain 
poultry feed. Usually 30 tons is 
loaded in a car. 

The actual end of track at Bel- 
fast is about % mile east at Math- 
ews Bros. mill who receive West 
Coast lumber by rail and manufact- 
ure Building woodwork. Consumers 
Fuel Company, feed warehouse of the 
Maplewood Poultry Co. feed and 
crate warehouse of Penobscot Poul- 
try Co. and Wirthmore Stores are 
located on this line. 

Located between the Freight 
House and the 2-stall enginehouse 
is the only covered overhead type 
all wood track scale in the area. 

The B&ML’s other two locomo- 
faves; 50 .and 51, built in 1946. 
Snow Plow and Flanger, will be on 
display before the excursion 
starts. 

You will also see tugs of the 
Eastern Maine Towage Co., (who 
dock ships at the nearby deep wa- 
ter port of Searsport on the Bang- 
or & Aroostook R.R), Sardine boats, 
and pleasure craft anchored in the 
Bay. The plant at the right of the 
track near the old bridge is the 
Belfast Canning Co., owned by Stin- 
son Canning Co. of Prospect Har- 
bor. The green warehouse at left of 
track also belongs to them and. from 
this building sardines are shipped 
as far as California by rail 

The old bridge is now used for 
pedestrians only. The new high lev- 
el bridge with the circumferential 
highway around Belfast, was opened 


for traffic in Fall 
bridge and highway 
million ‘This highway 
runs from Key West. Fla 
Kent Maine 

Beyond the crossing is the pro 
cessing plant of the Maplewood 
Poultry Co which with the Penob 
scot Poultry Co whose plant is 
located near Mathews Bros. mili 

n 

plants in Maine The Belfast plants 
process about 180 000 chickens per 
day. Poultry feed provides the 
backbone of the railroad 
In: 1964." out-of) a total 
cars handled inbound 2 
feed 


are two of the five big processing 
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cation of Maine Reduction Co. (left 
of track) and Mearl Corporation 
(right of track). Maine Reduction 
is the road’s largest outbound 
shipper, furnishing 168 of the 356 
cars forwarded in 1964. The plant 
receives scrap leather by rail from 
tanneries in Maine and Mass., ma- 
king it into a fertilizer ingred- 
ient. Much of it 1s shipped to Flo- 
rida where it is used in fertilizer 
for citrus fruit. Mearl Corp. pro- 
cesses chicken feathers and other 
waste from the poultry plants into 
a material used in the manufacture 
of fire-fighting foam. 

MP 14.5 Stumps of the 80-foot 
Twin Elms may be seen. This was a 
photo stop on the 1961 trip. The 
trees were decayed and were cut 
down in June, 1964. 

MP 16.1 Summit of climb from 
Belfast - 488 feet above sea level. 

MP 18.2 Site of Knox Siding. 
Used to set out tonnage when doub- 
ling the hill back in the days of 
steam. Siding removed several years 


ago. 
MP 18.47 Knox Bridge and site of 
Knox Station. 

MP 21.40 Thorndike. You can see 
foundation of station which was 
sold last year to the Boothbay 
Railway Museum and trucked to 


Boothbay, Maine, where it is used 


for display of Railroadiana. Lo- 
cation of Central Maine Feed and 
Poultry Co. who manufacture dairy 
and poultry feed, raw materials 
coming in by rail. 

MP 24.95 Unity Station. The A- 
gent here 1S Maynard Stevens. For- 
mer Hood’s Creamery on right this 
side of highway now being used by 
Redi-Peeled Potato Company. This 
firm prepares potatoes for cooking 
and has received several carloads 
of potatoes from Aroostook County 
this year. 

Murdock Farms, Inc. has a feed 
mill at this station. Hopper cars 
of corn are unloaded by means of a 
conveyor located under the track. 

The large buildings at right as 
we leave Unity house the hatchery 
of the Penobscot Poultry Company. 


MP 25.5 Plant of Milmac Fen 
Co. Cedar fences are made ieee 
Train will stop near here on return 
trip for Barbecue at Brier’s Beach, 
a few hundred feet from the track. 

MP 26.0 Track follows along 
Unity Pond (also known as Lake Win- 
necook) for a mile. 

MP 26.8 Unity Pond Bridge. Only 
thru girder on the railroad. 

~-MP 28.5 Longest straight track. 
1 Mile. 

MP 29.44 Site of Winnecook Sta- 
tion. Only two Winnecook stations 
in the U.S. Other one in Montana. 
To the right of the track, a short 
distance from here, you can see a 
large beaver house. 

MP 31.8 25-Mile Stream Bridge. 
Shortly after leaving bridge, rail 
weight of 75 pounds per yard with 
opposite joints, changes to rail 
weight of 90 pounds with alternate 
joints. The clack-clack changes to 
clackety-clack. 

MP 32.0 Wiscasset, Waterville & 
Farmington R.R. was built to this 
point on south (left) side (dirt 
road wasright-of-way. Maine Cent- 
ral refused to let them cross here 
so track was abandoned to Albion. 
(1897). 

MP 32.8 Sebasticook River Bridge 
with two spans is longest bridge on 
the line and the only thru truss 
bridge. 

MP 33.07 Burnham Jct. Connection 
with Maine Central. On last year’s 
trip, the train did not enter the 
station, but was left on the left 
wye track. This year the complete 
train will be turned on the wyes, 
allowing opportunity for passengers 
to see the station and the Maine 
Central main line. PLEASE STAY ON 
THE TRAIN. We don’t want to delay 
getting back to Unity Pond and the 
Chicken Barbecue. 


We hope that, you have enjoyed 
your trip over the Belfast and 
Moosehead Lake Railroad on ‘The 
Seagull Special ”. Come back next 
year. 

Rosters and History of the Rail- 
road available at the Belfast 
Freight Office. No charge. 
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